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VISIT BY UK MINISTER FOR DISABLED PEOPLE  

On the 8th December 2009 Camphill School Aberdeen received a visit from 

Jonathan Shaw, Minister for Disabled People.  The Minister had expressed a    

particular wish to visit one of the Camphill Schools in the UK. 

The Minister was the UK Government signatory to the ratification of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 13th May 2009.  Two 

significant reservations to the Convention which were entered by the UK     

Government are of particular interest to the School: 

1. The right for disabled children to be educated outside their local          

community if more appropriate education provision is available elsewhere. 

2. Parents of disabled children have the same opportunity as other parents to 

state a preference for the school which they wish their children to attend. 

The Minister indicated that where a local authority failed to recognise these 

rights, recourse to legal challenge could be warranted. 

Jonathan Shaw, Robin Jackson, Terri Harrison, Laurence Alfred, Tony Crabbe 

                 Photo: Chris Hanni 



2 

 

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1  

WORKING WITH CHILDREN WHO HAVE SUFFERED TRAUMA 

 

This conference, which was organised by Camphill School Aberdeen and run in conjunction with the Child 

Trauma Academy USA, was supported by Barnardoõs Scotland, Children 1st, Voluntary Services Aberdeen and 

Aberlour. 

Over 200 participants attended, of whom 150 were non-Camphillers.  Those participating included foster    

carers, parents, representatives from local authorities, NHS, voluntary organisations, secure units, police and 

procurator fiscalõs departments. The general consensus was that it had been an excellent and inspiring         

conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Perry is the author of the acclaimed book The Boy who was Raised as a Dog.  His experiences as a clinician 

and researcher with traumatised children have led many community and governmental agencies to consult Dr 

Perry following high-profile incidents involved traumatised children.  These include the Branch Dravidian siege, 

the Oklahoma City bombing, the Columbine school shootings, the September 11th terrorist attacks and the 

Katrina and Rita hurricanes. 

His clinical research and practice have focused on high-risk childrenñexamining long-term cognitive,             

behavioural, emotional, social and physiological effects of neglect and trauma in children, adolescents and adults.  

His work has been instrumental in describing how childhood experiences, including neglect and traumatic 

stress, change the biology of the brain and, thereby, the health of the child. 

DAY CONFERENCE WITH DR BRUCE PERRY: 13 APRIL 2010  

It is planned to hold a conference on autism at Camphill School Aberdeen in November led by Olga            

Bogdashina.  Olga has worked extensively in the field of autism as teacher, lecturer and researcher, with a    

particular interest in sensory-perceptual and communication problems in autism. 

She has written a number of influential books on autism: Communication Issues in Autism and Asperger Syndrome; 

Sensory  Perceptual Issues in Autism and Asperger Syndrome; and Theory of Mind and the Triad of Perspectives on   

Autism and  Asperger Syndrome.  All these books have been published by Jessica Kingsley Publishers. 

Since 1994, she has been the director of the first Day Centre for autistic children in Ukraine and is the      

President of the Autism Society, Ukraine.  Olga teaches and lectures around the world.  She is currently a     

Visiting  Lecturer at the University of Birmingham and a Consultant Psychologist for Services for Adults with 

Autism, Doncaster, UK.  She has a teenage autistic son. 

AUTISM CONFERENCE: OLGA BOGDASHINA  
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Given the particular importance of the internet in communicating information, CSA decided at the end of 2009  

to redesign its website.  The aim was to present an image of the School that was clear, simple and attractive to 

the browser.  The contract to design the website was won by AVCMedia of Aberdeen.  Readers of this       

Newsletter are strongly encouraged to explore this informative website. www.camphillschool.org.uk 

NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE  

Mick Archer, editor of Special Children, the widest circulating magazine on special educational 

needs in the UK, will be visiting Camphill School Aberdeen later this year.  An article on CSAõs      

Nature-Nurture project appeared in the February/March issue of the magazine, whilst in August an 

article on Karl Koenig the co-founder of Camphill will be publishedñ2010 marks the 70th        

anniversary of the founding of the first Camphill community.  An article on the BA in Social     

Pedagogy, which is run by CSA in partnership with the University of Aberdeen, will feature in a 

later issue of the magazine.  

SPECIAL CHILDREN MAGAZINE  


